THE   PRICE   OF   POLITICS
41 salute my seniors/ replies the boy quietly. The
bleary eyes'of the major fall.on the fata! cuff. He
gasps, turns and makes for the bar, there to fortify
himself with another drink. We want to so there
too and do so. We probably save the field officer
from a still wetter night as he departs after our entry.
This is a war for youngsters.
We are reduced to cadres and, later, even these
are taken away.
While we select fortified positions for Chinese
coolies to work on, under engineer supervision,
all leave to England being stopped, I venture a
request for four days5 local recreation at the base.
This is granted.
The activities of a huge army, such as was the
British Army in France, operating in a friendly
country, made it inevitable that from time to time
civil offences should crop up for trial by military
courts. It speaks volumes for the conduct of the
men of the British armies of that period that so
little purely civilian crime-such as murder and
base and bestial offences - should have come before
the military field courts.
The flight of the Portuguese led to some startling
incidents, which were glossed over In the after-math
of defeat. For Instance, a British military motor
driver was shot dead^ Ms vehicle being command-
eeredj, turned round and driven off by Portuguese
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